Our Case Number; ABP-314724-22

An
Bord
Pleanéla

i SRR

Fingal County Council
County Hall

Main Street

Swords

Co. Dublin

K67 X8Y2

Date: 13 June 2023

Re: Railway (Metrolink - Estuary to Charlemont via Dublin Airport) Order [2022]
Metrolink. Estuary through Swords, Dublin Airport, Ballymun, Glasnevin and City Centre fo
Charlemont, Co. Dublin

Dear Sir / Madam,

An Bord Pleanala has received your recent submission in relation to the above mentioned proposed
railway order and will take it into consideration in its determination of the matter.

The Board will revert to you in due course with regard {o the matter.

Please be advised that copies of all submissions / observations received in relation to the application will
be made available for public inspection at the offices of the local authority and at the offices of An Bord
Pleanala when they have been processed by the Board.

More detailed information in relation to strategic infrastructure development can be viewed on the
Board's website: www.pleanala.ie.

If you have any queries in the meantime please contact the undersigned officer of the Board. Please
quote the above mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or telephone
contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

A <N

Niamh Thornton
Executive Officer
Direct Line; 01-8737247

RAQ0S

Teil Tel (01) 858 8100

Glao Aitidil LoCall 1800 275175

Facs Fax {01) 872 2684 64 Sraid Maoilbhride 84 Marlborough Street
Laithrean Gréasain Website www.pleanala.ie Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

Riomhphost Email bord@pleanala.ie D01 Va02 D01 va02







Niamh Thornton

¥ | T i
From: SIDS
Sent: Friday 9 June 2023 12:56
To: Niamh Thornton
Subject: FW: ABP-314724-22 Metrolink Railway Order 2022
Attachments: ABP Letter Metrolink Railway Order 2022.pdf; FCC Submission ABP-314724-22

Metrolink Railway Order - Appendices.pdf; FCC Submission ABP-314724-22
Metrolink Railway Order 2022.pdf

Importance: High

From: Gerald Curley <Gerald.Curley@fingal.ie>

Sent: Friday, June 9, 2023 12:54 PM

To: SIDS <sids@pleanala.ie>

Cc: Paul Carroll <Paul.Carroll@fingal.ie>; Matthew McAleese <Matthew.McAleese @fingal.ie>
Subject: ABP-314724-22 Metrolink Railway Order 2022

Importance: High

Niamh,

Please find Fingal County Council submission letter and submission letter appendices in response to An Bord
Pleanala letter dated 28th April 2023 and reference ABP-314724-22 Metrolink Railway Order 2022 also attached.

If you need any further infermation, please advise.

Regards,

Gerald Curley
| Senior Executive Engineer | Planning & Strategic Infrastucture | Fingal County Council [ County Hall, Swords, Co. Duklin.

I'T: +353 8641837651 Email: gerald.curley@fingal.ie !

% Please consider the Environment before printing this E-mail

Comhairle Contae
Fhine Gall
Fingal County »*

Councll e

This email and any files transmitted with it are confidential and may be legally privileged. It is intended solely for the
addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, any disclosure, copying, distribution or any action taken or omitted
to be taken in reliance on it, is prohibited and may be unlawful. If you have received this electronic message in error,
please notify the sender or itservicedesk@fingal.ie. Internet communications cannot be guaranteed to be secure or
error-free as information could be intercepted, corrupted, lost, destroyed, arrive late or incomplete. Therefore, we
do not accept responsibility for any errors or omissions that are present in this message, or any attachment, that
have arisen as a result of e-mail transmission. This message has been swept by Anti-Virus software. Ta an
riomhphost seo agus aon chomhad a ghabhann leis faoi rin agus d'fhéadfadh sé a bheith faoi phribhléid dhlithligil.
Is ar an seolai amhain ata sé dirithe. Mura t0 an faighteoir beartaithe, ta cosc ar aon nochtadh, cdipedil, daileadh, né
aon ghniomh a dhéanamh no a thagail ar Ir i dtaca leis an riomhphost agus d'fhéadfadh sin a bheith midhleathach.
Ma ta an riomhphost seo faighte agat tri dhearmad, cuir an seoltdir né itservicedesk@fingal.ie ar an eolas. Ni féidir
cumarsdid idirlin a rdthd a bheith slan né saor 6 earraidi mar d'fhéadfadh faisnéis a bheith idircheaptha, truaillithe,
caillte, scriosta, né teacht déanach né neamhiomladn . D4 bhri sin, ni féidir linn glacadh le freagracht as aon earraidi
nS easnaimh atd sa teachtaireacht seo , nd aon iatdn , a thainig chun cinn mar thoradh ar an tarchur riomhphoist .
Té an teachtaireacht cuardaithe ag bogearrai Frithvireas.
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Comhairle Contae Fhine Gall | An Roinn um Pleanéil agus

Fingal County Council Infrastruchtir Straitéiseach

Planning and Strategic

Infrastructure Department

8™ June 2023

The Secretary,
An Bord Pleanéla (Strategic Infrastructure Division)
64 Martborough Street,
Dublin 1,
D01 ve02

By emnail to: sids@pleanala.ie
Re: ABP-314724-22 Metrolink Railway Order 2022
Dear Secretary,

We refer to the application for a railway order under Section 47D(1)(a) of the Transport (Railway
Infrastructure) Act, 2001, as amended in respect of the above proposed development being made for
Metrolink,

Fingal County Council welcomes the application for the Railway Order for Metrolink. MetroLink isa
transformative piece of new public transport infrastructure, the first of its kind in Ireland. It wili
comprise a high-capacity, high-frequency, modern and efficient metro railway, with 16 new stations
running from north of Swords at Estuary te Charlemont. The alignment will link Dublin Airport, Irish
Rail, DART, Dublin Bus and Luas services and create a fully integrated public transport network for
Fingal and the Greater Dublin Area. When completed, MetroLink passengers will be able to travel from
Swords to Dublin city centre in approximately 25 minutes and it is estimated that MetroLink will carry
up to 53 million passengers annually.

Public transport is crucial in supporting future sustainable and economic growth within Fingal,
providing more efficient and reliable access to key urban centres within the region as well as
connectivity to other major towns and cities. It also enables high volumes of people to make
mavements and connections much more efficiently and easily without the use of the private car,
enabling modal shift which in turn will help to reduce traffic congestion and carbon emissions and
improving air quality and overall quality of life for residents, commuters and visitors.

Fingal County Council acknowledges the significant contribution that MetroLink will make towards
increased transportation network Capacity and aliow more services to operate across the region,
facilitating Fingal's vision for compact growth and sustainable mobility, serving key destinations, and
facilitating opportunities along the route for high-density residential, commercial and other
development, including mixed-use and employment generating activities. The MetroLink project
combined with significantly enhanced walking and cycling facilities that Fingal County Council is
progressing, have the potential over the coming years to have a transformative impact on travel by
shifting the dominance of car-based transport towards public transport thus red ucing congestion and
emissions in Dublin and the Eastern region. :

R d
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To facilitate the project, the Railway Order, if granted, will authorise the National Roads Authority
(operating as Transport Infrastructure Ireland) to carry out railway works and all works necessary to
enable the construction, operation, maintenance and improvement of a railway designated as a metro
including inter alia the construction of a fully segregated and automated rafiway and metro mostly
underground approximately 18.8km in length with 16 stations running from niorth of Swords at Estuary
through Swords, Dublin Airport, Ballymun, Glasnevin and the City Centre to Charlemont in the south
of Dublin City Centre.

This letter addresses, where relevant, each of the items requested by An Bord Pleanéla in its letter
dated 28™ April, starting with the request for the main planning policy and development plan
provisions relating to the MetroLink project.

Planning and Development Plan Provisions relating to the Subject Site and Surrounding Area

National Level Policy Context

The Climate Action Plan 2023 (CAP23) acknowledges the key role that land use and spatial planning
can play in ensuring that population growth is managedin a sustainable way, thus reducing our carbon
footprint. The CAP identifies a set of actions to address the impacts of climate change on Ireland’s
environment, society, economy and natural resources. A key action relating to major public transport
infrastructure provision includes advancing MetroLink, pending ABP approval {Action TR/23/36 refers).
The delivery of MetroLink will provide sustainable transport infrastructure in support of key actions
set out in the CAP 2023.

Project ireland 2040-National Planning Framework (NPF) identifies the need for reliable, affordable,
sustainable, and integrated public transport in Dublin and in this regard promotes the delivery of key
infrastructure projects as set out in the Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Area. A cormerstone
project of the strategy includes MetroLink which is identified as a key growth enabler for Fingal. The
project aligns with key national strategic outcomes relating to compact growth, enhanced regional
accessibility, high-quality international connectivity, sustainable mobility and strong economy
supported by enteiprise, innovation and skills and transition to sustainable energy. The following N5Os
are explicit in its support for the proposed project:

¢ NSO4: Expand attractive public transport alternatives to car transport to reduce congestion
and emissions and enable the transport sector to cater for the demands associated with
longer-term population and employment growth in a sustainable manner through the
following measures: Deliver the key public transport objectives of the transport strategy for
the Greater Dublin Area 2016-2035 by investing in projects such as New Metrolink, DART
Expansion Programime, BusConnects in Dublin and key bus-based projects in the other cities
and towns.

e NSOG6: Enhancing land-side access, particularly in public transport terms, such as through the
new MetroLink project in Dublin,

The National Development Plan 2021-2030 sets out the investment priorities that will underpin the
successful implementation of the NPF. Metrotink is specifically identified as one of the five ‘Strategic
Investment Priorities’ that aligns with NSO4 (Sustainable Mobility) of the NPF, providing a sustainable,
safe, efficient, integrated and accessible public transport service between Swords, Dublin Airport and
Dublin City Centre, forming a key spine of the overall integrated public transport sysiem for Dublin,
alongside BusConnects and DART+ as well as facilitating compact and transport-led development at
key locations.
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The National Sustainable Mobility Policy sets out a strategic framework for active travel and public
transport journeys to 2030, to help ireland meet its climate obligations. It is accompanied by an action
plan which contains actions to im prove and expand sustainable mobility options across the country by
providing safe, green, accessible and efficient alternatives to car Journeys. It also includes demand
Management and behavioural change measures to manage daily travel demand more efficiently and
to reduce the journeys taken by private car. The policy includes three key principles including, Safe and
Green Mobility, People Focused Mobility and Better Integrated Mobility. The policy document
supports safe and green mobility through the construction of MetroLink in Dublin,

The National investment Framework for Transport in ireland (NIFTI), the strategic framework for future
investment decision making in land transport to guide transport investment in the years ahead to
enable the National Planning Framework, supports the Climate Action Plan and promotes positive
-50cial, environmental and economic outcomes throughout Ireland. NIFTI sets out the modal hierarchy
in Ireland as; 1. Active Travel; 2. Public Transport; 3. Private Vehicles. It also outlines an intervention
hierarchy which is: 1. Maintain; 2. Optimise; 3. Improve; 4. New. In this regard, NIFTI supports
sustainable mobility and €ncourages active travel and public transport and supports projects that will
reduce urban congestion, particularly those that include new sustainable mability infrastructure and
optimises the existing infrastructure to prioritise sustainable transport modes.

Regional Level Policy Context

The Reglonal Spatial and Economic Strategy [RSES] for the Eastern and Midlond Region 2019-2031
promotes the growth of Dublin and regional centres in a sustainable manner, aligning services with
population and economic growth, public transport and active travel infrastructure and the promotion
of compact urban settlement patterns. Key growth enablers as set out in the Metropolitan Area
Strategic Plan (MASP) for the Dublin Metropolitan area, includes the completion of MetrolLink to
Swords. The RSES also identifies Swords as a Key Town in the region. The planned MetroLink will
provide a strategic link between Swords, Dublin Airport and the City Centre, facilitating sustainable
growth within Fingal, with a particular opportunity to deliver planned residential and employment
growth within Swords.

The following RPOs of relevance to the project include:

* RPO 4.31: Support Swords-Dublin Airpart as a key location for airport related economic
development and employment provision linked to the protection and enhancement of access
to Dublin Airport lands including the delivery of MetroLink.

* RPQ5.2: Support the delivery of key sustainable transport projects including Metrolink, DART
and LUAS expansion programmes, Bus Connects and the Greater Dublin Metropolitan Cycle
Network and ensure that future development maximises the efficiency and protects the
strategic capacity of the metropolitan area tra nsport network, existing and planned.

* RPO 5.3: Future development in the Dublin Metropolitan Area shall be planned and designed
in a manner that facilitates sustainable travel patterns, with a particular focus on increasing
the share of active modes (walking and cycling) and public transport use and creating a safe
attractive street environment for pedestriaris and cyclists.

* RPO 5.6: The development of future employment lands in the Dublin Metropolitan Area shall
follow a sequential approach, with a focus on the re-intensification of employment lands
within the M50 and at selected strategic development areas and provision of appropriate
employment densities in tandem with the provision of high-quality public transport corridors.

* RPQ 8.8: The RSES supports delivery of the rail projects set out in Table 8.2, subject to the
outcome of appropriate environmental assessment and the planning process.
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Projects relevant to Fingal outlined in Table 8.2 include the completion of Metrolink.

RPO 8.18: Improved access to Dublin Airport is supported, including Metrolink and improved bus
services as part of BusConnects, connections from the road network from the west and north. improve
cycle access to Dublin Airport and surrounding employment locations. Support appropriate levels of
car parking and car hire parking. 2

The Transport Strategy for the Greater Dublin Areq 2022-2042 sets out various proposals for future
transport Investment for the next 20 years. Within the strategy, significant investment is planned for
Fingal and particularly as it relates to the corridor connecting Fingal and Dublin City Centre which
includes the delivery of Metrotink to Swords and serving Dublin Airport, facilitating mukti-modal
interchange with other cross-city transport modes to enhance connectivity and provide a strategic
park & Ride facility north of Swords. The delivery of the proposed project is highlighted under Section
12.3.2 of the strategy, where MetroLink is supported by Measure LRT1 and subject to receipt of
approval, construction of the project will proceed. .

Local Level Policy Context — Fingal Development Pian 2023-2029 (FDP)
Current Status of Fingal County Development Plan

The Elected Members adopted the Fingal Development Plan 2023-2029 on Wednesday 22nd February
2023, following the consideration of the material alterations in the context of Stage 3 of the plan
process at a number of Special Council Meetings. The Development Plan came into effect on
Wednesday 5th April 2023.

On 4th April 2023, the Minister of State at the Department of the Housing, Local Government and
Heritage, consequent to a recommendation made to him by the Office of the Planning Regulator under
section 31AM(8} of the Planning and Development Act 2000 {as amended), notified Fingal County
Council of his intention to issue a Direction to Fingal County Council to take certain measures specified
in the notice in order to ensure that the Fingal Development Plan 2023-2029 is in compliance with the
requirements of the Act. As per section 31(7) of the Act, the Planning Authority published a notice
which stated the reasons for the draft direction and a copy of the draft direction was put on public
display from 18th April to 2nd May 2023.

The Planning Authority has prepared a Chief Executive’s Report relating to the
submissions/observations in respect of the Draft Direction for consideration by the Minister. The Office
of the Planning Regulator, having received the Chief Executive’s Report is now considering the report
together with any submission made under section 31(10} of the Act, and will, no later than 3 weeks
after receipt of that report either recommend to the Minister that he or she issue the direction with
or without minor amendments, or appoint a person to be an inspector where the Office is of the
apinion thata material amendment to the draft direction may be required or that further investigation
is necessary in order to clarify any aspect of the report furnished or submissions made.

Following receipt of a report from the inspector {if required) the OPR shall recommend to the Minister
to-issue or not issue the direction. If the Minister agrees with the Recommendation, then he shall issue
the Direction with or without minor amendments. Pursuant to Section 31(17) of the Act, the direction
issued by the Minister is deemed to have immediate effect and its terms are considered to be

incorporated inta the Plan, or, if appropriate, to constitute the plan.
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Fingal Development Plan — Planning for Growth

MetroLink is identified in the Fingal Development Plan (FDP) 2023-2029 as a critical piece of strategic
transport infrastructure for Dublin and the wider region and part of the wider transport offering in the
context of the ambitious objectives for Fingal, in line with national and regional policy. Specifically, the
FDP within Chapter 2 Planning for Growth, promotes and supports Metralink, as a key strategic
element for the sustainable growth of the County and subject to appraisal and delivery, will provide
for infitl and regeneration opportunities and unlock significant long-term capacity in the key town of
Swords, Lissenhall and the South Fingal area and support the sustainable growth of Dublin Airport,
Metralink fulfils key strategic objectives of the FDP 2023-2029 for sustainable, compact and
consolidated growth and the integration of land-use and transportation, facilitating connectivity
between existing and new communities and employment areas along the route including Swords and
Dublin Airport with the City Centre and the wider region as well as providing fast and efficient tra nsport
mobility and transport network integration for residents, commuters, and visitors, as a sustainable
transport alternative to the private car which is vital in promoting modal shift away from non-
sustainable travel modes and enabling a reduction in our transport related carbon emissions in line
with sustainable mability and climate change provisions of the FDP 2023-2029 and wider policy.

In this regard, relevant supportive policy as set out in the Plan include the following:

Policy CSP26 - Consolidation and Growth of Swords

Promote and facilitate the long-term consolidation and growth of Swords as a Key Town including the
provision of key enabling public transport infrastructure, including MetroLink and BusConnecits, in
accordance with the relevant provisions of the NPF, RSES and the MASP.

Policy CSP29 - Promote and Facilitate Metrolink '
Promate and facilitate the development of Metrolink, connecting Swords to the Airport and on to the
City Centre.

Chapter 2 of the Plan at Section 2.2.12 acknowledges and supports the strategic location and
development potential of the long-term strategic reserve lands at Lissenhall which offers the
opportunity for the development of a well-connected mixed-use urbar district on the northern side of
Swords where a substantial portion of the lands are within 1km of the proposed Estuary Metrolink
Stop. The Plan acknowledges that the development of the area, following the sequential development
of the existing Swords envelope is consistent with the Council's long term strategic vision for Swords
to develop as a sustainable city. It is envisaged that this area could accommodate the development of
& significant mixed use urban district providing for a significant level of employment, in addition to
appraximately 6,000~7,000 residential units, A statutory land use plan will be prepared for these lands
to provide a framework for the sustainable long-term development of the lands.

Relevant supportive objectives as set out in the Plan include the following:

Objective CS041 — Regeneration and Infill Cpportunities

Support the regeneration of underused town centre lands along with the planned and sequential infill
opportunities to provide for high density and peopfe intensive uses in accessible locations that are
accessible to high quality transport, existin g and planned, and to support the preparation of o statutory
land use plan for the strategic landbarik at Lissenhali Jor the longer-term development of Swords.
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Objective C5043 — Swords — Dublin Airport

Support Swords-Dublin Airport os key location for airport related economic development and
empioyment provision linked to the protection and enhancement of access to Dublin Airport lands
including the delivery of MetroLink.

MetroLink, in conjunction with the on-going and future planned regeneration of Swords Including the
historical Main Street of Swords Civic Centre and Cultural Quarter, in accordance with the provisions
of Sustainable Swords Strategy 2022, provides a unigue opportunity to bring a new dynamic and
cohesiveness to Swords and ensures the realisation of this development strategy for the town as well
as the long-term strategy outlined in Your Swords - An Emerging City Strategic Vision 2035, to facilitate
the optimal regeneration and development of Swords into the future, to Increase the resilience of the
local economy and to provide for an enhanced, accessible, inclusive and healthy and vibrant urhan
environment with sustainable transport alternatives, supporting existing and new communities and
fostering enterprise and employment, recreation and tourism.

Relevant supportive policy and objectives as set out in the Plan include the following:

Objective CS039 — Sustainable Swords Project
Support and promote the implementation of key recommendations arlsing from the Sustaingble
Swords’ project including the implementation of the Swords Culturel Quarter.

Fingal Development Plan — Climate Action

MetroLink supports Fingal in becoming climate resilient, reducing private car use and helping to reduce
greenhouse gases emissions, a key strategic objective of the FDP, resulting in a higher quality of life
for those who live, work and visit our County. While climate change is a recurring theme throughout
the FDP, Chapter & Climate Action of the Plan includes the main provisions to facilitate a low carbon
society and mitigate the impacts of climate change. Within the context of Chapter 5, Section 5.5.5
supports for the delivery of enhanced, suitably located, integrated, more frequent and sustainable
public transport provision.

Fingal Development Plan — Connectivity and Movement

Chapter 6 Connectivity and Movement of the Plan recognises the role that public transport and
MetroLink can play in supporting future sustainable and economic growth within the County, enabling
mode shift which in turn will help to reduce traffic congestion and harmful emissions and impraving
quality of life for residents, commuters and visitors. In this regard, Section 6.5.7 of the Plan is explicit
in its support for high quality public transport provision including the key project of Metrotink. The
Plan acknowledges the opportunitiesafforded by this key infrastructure project, facilitating Fingal's
vision for compact growth and sustainable mobility, finking key destinations including Swords and
Dublin Airport to the City Centre and facilitating opportunities along the route for high-density
residential development, mixed-use and employment generating activities.

The Plan also acknowledges that when combined with enhanced walking and cycling facilities and
complimentary transport interchange and park and Ride, strategic public transport provision has the
patential over the coming years to have a transformative impact on travel by shifting the dominance
of car-based transport towards public transport. The Plan promotes the continued engagement with
key transport providers inciuding Tl and NTA to ensure the delivery of key public transport projects
that will directly benefit Fingal and encourage a move away from dependency on the private car and
towards a low carbon society. The Plan also acknowledges that the South Fingal Transport Study 2019
will also play iis part facilitating sustainable growth within the Swords and south Fingal areas,
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particularly in the period before the delivery of MetroLink. The Plan supports the continued
implementation of the recommendations of the Study in consultation with other stakeholders. This
includes MetroLink, BusConnects, upgrades to the R132 and the delivery of the Swords Western
Distributor Road.

Supportive policy and objectives as set out in the Plan as foliows:

Policy CMP1 — Decarbonisation of Motorised Transport

Support the decarbonisation of motorised transport ond facilitate modal shift to walking, cycling and
public transport and taking account of Nationa! and Regional policy and guidance, while supporting an
efficient and effective transport s ystem.

Objective CMO1 - Transition to Sustainable Modes

Work with the NTA, TI! and other transport agencies in facilitating the integrated set of transport
objectives for the County as set out in this Plan, in line with Notional and Regional policy including the
NTA's GDA Transport Strategy and any subsequent plan to encourage modal shift towards more
sustainable modes of transport and patterns of commuting to reduce reliance on the private car.

Policy CMP3 - Integrated Land-Use and Transport Approach

Provide for an integrated approach to land-use and transportation aimed at minimising the demand
for travel and prioritising sustainable modes of transport inciuding walking, cycling and public
transport,

Objective CMO3 - Integration of Public Transport and Development

Support and facilitate high-density, mixed-use development and trip intensive uses ofoeng public
transport corridors and to ensure the integration of high-quality permeability links and public realm in
conjunction with the delivery of public transport services through plan frameworks to generate and
reinforce sustainable patterns of compact growth and development in the County.

Policy CMP18 - Public Transport
Support the provision of a high-quuality public transportation system that is accessible to ail to serve the
needs of the County and to engble a significant shift from car-based travel to public transport,

Objective CMO23 - Enabling Public Transport Projects

Support the delivery of key sustainable transport projects including MetrolLink, BusConnects, DART+
and LUAS expansion progromme so gs to provide an integrated public transport network with efficient
interchange between transport modes to serve needs of the County and the mid-east region in
collaboration with the NTA, Til and Irish Rail and other refevant stakeholders.

Objective CM0O24 - NTA Strategy
Support NTA and other stakeholders in implementing the NTA Strategy including MetroLink,
BusConnects, DART +, LUAS and the GDA Cycle Network.

Objective CM029 ~ integration of Public Transport Services and Development

Work with the NTA, Tl and other relevant national transport agencies to optimise accessibility to public
transport, increase catchment and maximise permeability through the creation of high-quality walking
and cycling routes linking to public transport stops.
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Objective CMO30 — Cycling and Walking Links

Avail of the opportunities provided by any public transport infrastructure works to improve arnd provide
new cycling and walking links, including crossings of motorways and major roads which currently
represent major permeability barriers to active travel especially in South Fingal.

Objective CMO31 - South Fingal Transport Study
Implement the recommendations of the South Fingal Transport Study 2019 in consultation with the
relevant stokeholders.

Policy CMP2Q — Public Transport Interchange

Support and focilitate the provision of high-quality transport interchanges including the
Blanchardstown Town Centre Bus Interchange within the transport network in order to fucilitate
seamless transition between different transport modes and to maximise the movement of people by
sustainable modes in collaboration with the NTA, Tl and other relevant stakeholders including key
active travel representative stakeholders.

Policy CMP21 — Park and Ride i

Support the provision of Park and Ride facilities in conjunction with supporting anciliary infrastructure
to accommodate the transition to sustainable mobility modes at suitable locations in accordance with
the large-scale transportation projects being delivered under the NTA Strategy.

Fingal Development Plan — Employment and Economy

Chapter 7 Employment and Economy of the FDP acknowledges that Metrolink is a key factor in the
economic development of the County that will bring significant economic benefits including
employment generation, competitive advantage and significantly improved accessibility for
employment hubs, particularly along the dedicated Metro and Rail Economic corridor, including Dublin
Alrport, the largest employer in the County and the wider Swords-Dublin City corridor, contributing to
the overall economic development of the County and the Dublin Metropolitan Area.

Supportive policy and objectives as set out in the Plan as follows:

Policy EEPS — Fingal As An Engine For Economic Growth

Promote enterprise and employment throughout the County, including along the Dublin Belfast
Economic Corridor, the Metro and Rail Economic Corridor, Swords, Blanchardstown and Balbriggan and
work with the other Local Authorities to promote Fingal and the wider mid-eastern region as an engine
for economic growth.

Objective EEQL5 — Metro and Rail Economic Corridor Lands
Protect the integrity of the Metro and Roil Economic Corridor from inappropriate forms of development
and optimise development potential in a sustainable and phased manner.

Objective EEO16~ Design Proposals on MRE Zoned Lands

Ensure high quality urban design proposals within the Metro and Ruail Economic Corridor Zoning,
incorporating exemplary public spaces, contemporary architecture and sustainable places within a
green landscape setting

Fingal Development Plan — Dublin Airport

The EDP 2023-2029 at Chapters 6 Connectivity and Movement and Chapter 8 Dublin Airport
acknowledges the vital role that Dublin Airport plays in providing international connectivity and an
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important economic driver to Fingal, the mid-east region and nationally, The Dublin Airport LAP 2020
sets out a framewerk to facilitate the future development, operation and safeguarding of Dublin
Airport. In line with the land-use planning policy of the Dublin Airport LAP 2020 and to boost the
connectivity offered by Dublin Airport, is contingent on, continued protection of the core transport
function of the Airport, enhanced land-side access to Dublin Airport, particularly through public
transport provision such as MetroLink and BusConnects, implementation of the recommendations of
the South Fingal Transport Study 2019 and careful land use management of land-side areas to focus
on the current and future needs of the Airport as key infrastructure for National and Regional
development.

Supportive policy and objectives as set out in the Plan as follows:

Policy CMP27 — Dublin Airport, Transportation, Surface Access and Freight
Support the continued protection of the core transport function of Dublin Airport including measures
to enhance surface access, public transport connections and strategic freight movements.

Objective CMO34 ~ Dublin Airport and Metrolink
Promote and facilitate the development of MetroLink, connecting Swords to the Airport and on to the
City Centre.

Policy DAP2 — infrastructure Provision

Ensure that the required infrastructure and facilities are provided at Dublin Airport, in occordance with
Dublin Airport LAP 2020, or any subsequent LAP or extension of same, so that the Airport can develop
Jfurther and operate to its moximum sustoinable potential, whilst taking into account the impact on
local communities, the environment and climate change.

Fingal Development Plan - Infrastructure and Utilities

Chapter 11 of the FDP 2023-2029 acknowledges that land-use planning, transportation and the
provision of essential infrastructure are interdependent key components for the delivery of
development and they require an integrated approach by all stakeholders. The policies and objectives
in this chapter address a wide range of supporting infrastructure and services, including improvements
in water services, water quality, the promotion of sustainable waste management in our transition to
a circular economy, diversity in our energy supply and improved energy efficiency, enhanced digital
connectivity and SMART technologies and a holistic approach to flood risk and surface water
management, while safeguarding environmental quality and providing for climatic resilience. The
policies and objectives set out in this chapter support the availability of quality infrastructure which is
critical to productivity and competitiveness for the County. The Plan also acknowledges that the
location and delivery of both regional and local infrastructure is necessary to ensure that Fingal’s
Settlement Strategy is successful and that its econormy can thrive as part of a wider city region. Table
11.1 of the Plan sets out the key water service projects ir the County.

In this regard, key supportive policy and objectives as set out in the Plan include the following:

Policy IUP1 ~ Uisce Eireann-Water Services Infrastructure

Support Uisce Eireann’s strategic water service projects and infrastructure improvements and engage
with them to facilitate projects that deliver the water services Infrastructure necessary to support
Fingal’s settlement hierarchy, sustainable growth and mitigation and adaptation to climate change in

line with national and regional policy.
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Policy IUP3 — Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant

Facilitate the provision of oppropriately sized and located wastewater treatment plants and networks
including @ new Regional Wastewater Treatment Plant and the implementation of other
recommendations of the Greater Dublin Strategic Drainoge Study, in conjunction with relevant
stakeholders and services providers, to facilitate development in the County and Region and to protect
the water quality of Fingal’s coostal and infand waters through the provision of adequate treatment of
wostewgter.

Policy IUP4 ~ Uisce Eireann ~ Water Service Projects
Support Uisce Eireann in delivering key water service projects in the County, as per Table 11.1 above.

Policy IUPB — Strategic Water Services Infrastructure

Identify and support the provision of key enabling infrastructure at strategic development sites in
Fingol, as outlined in the MASP, to focilitate their release for development during the lifetime of the
Development Plan and consult with all relevant public service providers to ensure that zoned lands are
serviced in o timely fashion to facilitate opportunities for employment, enterprise creation and
residential development.

Policy IUP10 — Water Conservation and SuDS

Promote the inclusion of water conservation and SuDS measures in all developments, to reduce the
level of surface water run-off, improve water quality and contribute to adaptation to climate chonge
through notural solutions.

Palicy 1UP11 — Multi-Disciplinary Approach y

Adopt o multi-disciplinary approach to the implementation of policies in relation to wetlands, flood
alleviation measures, public access to rivers and riparian/waterway/green corridors and encourage
measures for the ‘greening’ of new developments including the use of green roofs, brown roofs, green
walls and water harvesting.

Policy 1UP20 — Implementation Of Existing Woste Management Policy

Support the implementation of existing waste management policy and promote education ond
awareness on all issues associated with waste management, both at industry and community level,
including the promotion of waste reduction by encouraging reuse, recycling and recovery of waste.
Fingal County Council will continue to promote and support the objectives of the Eastern and Midlands
Region Waste Management Plan 2015-2021, or such plans os may be updated.

Policy IUP22 — Transition From A Waste Economy Towards A Green Circular Economy

Support the principles of transition from a waste economy towards a green circular economy and
implement good waste management and best practices to enable Fingal to become self-sufficient in
terms of resource and waste management and to enhance employment and increose the value recovery
and recirculation of resources, in cccordance with the Whole-of-Government Circular Economy
Strategy 2022.

Policy IUP27 — Energy Networks and ICT Infrastructure

Facilitate and promote the development of energy networks and ICT infrastructure where necessary to
facilitate sustainable growth and economic development and support the provision of critical energy
utilities and the transition to afternative, renewablé, decarbonised, and decentralised energy sources,
technologies, and infrastructure.
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Fingal County Development Plan - Land-Use Zoning

MetroLink is supported by a dedicated Metro and Rail Economic Corridor (MRE) zoning as set out in
Chapter 13 Land Use Zoning of the Plan, along the large majority of the route and specifically at
locations on and adjacent to the propased MetroLink route and its associated stops, including strategic
locations in Swords and Lissenhall, to facllitate opportunities for high density mixed use employment
Benerating activity and commercial development and support the provision of an appropriate
quantum of residential development within the MRE corridar, in accordance with the Core Strategy
for the County. Furthermore, the Local Area Plans {LAPs), Masterplans and Framework Plans, both
adopted and proposed within the MRE corridor will facilitate the vision for these strategically
important lands. Table 1.0 refers to the various land-use plans in this regard.

MRE zoning vision as follows: Provide for an area of compact, high intensity/density, employment
generating activity with gssociated commercial and residential development which focuses on the
MetroLink, or rail or light rail stations within settings of exemplary urban design, public realm streets
and places, which are permeable, secure and within g high-quality green fandscape. Landmark
buildings will provide strong quality architectural features, which respect and enhance the character of
the area into which they sit. The designated areas will form sustainable districts which possess a high
degree of connectivity and accessibility and will be developed in a phased manner subject to the
necessary provision of social and physical infrastructure.

The remaining zoning objectives on or adjacent to the proposed route includes, DA-Dublin Airport, GB-
Greenbelt, GE-General Employment, HA-High Amenity, HT-High Technology, 0S-Open Space, RS-
Residential and RW-Retail Warehousing. These zoning objectives are accompanied by a ‘Permitted in
Principle’ and ‘Not Permitted’ table of use classes as set out in Chapter 13 of the Plan. Uses which are
neither ‘Permitted in Principle’ nor ‘Not Permitted’ will be assessed in terms of their contribution
towards the achievement of the Zoning Objective and Vision and their compliance and consistency
with the palicies and objectives of the Development Plan.

Sheets 8 and Sheet 11 of the adopted Development Plan (as also shown an the interactive web viewer

for the Fingal Development Plan 2023-2029 at httgs:[{www.ﬁngal.ie[develogment-glan) specifically

show the proposed MetroLink alignment as it passes through the relevant zoning objectives within the
County as well as relevant map-based local objectives,

Fingal Development Plan — Map-Bused Local Objectives

The FDP 2023-2029 includes a number of map-based local objectives on or adjacent to the proposed
route as follows:

Number Dbjective Description
30 Support and facilitate a Park and Ride Facility

32 Preserve and seek to enhance the existing recreational facilities at Balheary.
“Undertake a Land Use and Transportation Study to determine the development
60 capacity of the subject lands, and an appropriate phasing and quantum of

development in advance of the operation of the indicative route for MetroLink.
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Develop a ‘green necklace’ of open spaces which are linked to each other and to the
existing town centre of Swords, and to new development areas, promoting
enhanced physical and visual connections to the Ward River Valley Regional Park
and the Broadmeadow River Valley Park from within the development boundary of
Swords. Develop an appropriate entrance to the Ward River Vailey and provide for
a comprehensive network of pedestrian and cycle ways, linking housing to
commercial areas, to the town centre and to MetroLink stops and linking the three
water bodies {the Ward River Valley, the Broadmeadow River Valley and the
Estuary) to each other and prepare a Landscape and Recreation Strategy for the
Ward River Valley.

GIM17

Fingal Development Plan — Development Management Standards

Chapter 14 Development Management Standards of the Plan seeks to reserve public transport
connections and corridors free from inappropriate development as they relate to improvements in the
public transport network.

A relevant supportive objective included in the Plan states the following:

Objective DMSO108— improvements to Public Transport Network

Support improvements to the public transport network by reserving proposed public transport
connections ond corridors free from inappropriate development. Provide setbacks along public
transport corridors to allow for future improvement to enablé the provision of a safe and efficient
network of public transport infrastructure.

Section 14.17.12 of the Plan seeks that development contributions and transport infrastructure
financial contributions will be sought as part of the Development Management process for certain
development under the provisions of Section 48 and Section 49 of the Planning and Development Act,
2000 {as amended). Specifically, Section 49 (supplementary) schemes relate to the separately specified
infrastructural service or projects such as Metrotink, which benefit a specific area {normally a
corridor).

Relevant supportive objective as set out in the Plan includes:

Objective DMS0123 — Section 48 and 49 Contributions

Utilise, where appropriate, the provisions of Section 48 and 49 of the Planning and Development Act,
2600 {as omended) to generate financial contributions towards the capital costs of providing local and
strategic transport infrastructure, services or projects in the County. This will be done in conjunction
with adjoining Local Authorities where appropriate.

Local Level Policy Context — Local Area Pilans/Masterplans/Framewaork Pians

The Council proposes a number of land-use plans to be prepared during the new FDP 2023-2029 plan
period within areas which represent an opportunity for the planned sustainablé integration of land
use and transportation, regeneration and infill development as weil as new residential and
employment opportunities, on or adjacent to the proposed MetroLink route. In addition, a number of
existing Local Area Plans and Masterplans give additional guidance for future development in areas on
or adjacent to the route. The Council will continue to implement the provisions of the various Local
Area Plans currently in place, up to their expiration, thereafter the provisions of the Fingal
Development Plan 2023-2029 will pertain, unless otherwise extended, having regard to new plan
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policy and provisions, The interactive web viewer for the Fingal Development Plan 2023-2029 shows
the proposed MetroLink alignment as it passes through the relevant Local Area Plan, Masterplan and
Framework Plan lands as set out in the table below,

Land-Use Plans relevant to the Metrolink alignment

Land-Use Pizn Status Vision Statement
To facilitate and manage the
—— sustainable growth of Dublin Airport in a manner that
Dublin Airport : 4 . s
) . reflects its status as Ireland’s premier aviation gateway
Local Area Plan | Operational \ . : i
2020 (LAP 11.A) whilst safeguarding the core operational function of the
’ Airport and supporting neighbouring communities, the
economy and the environment,
The Masterplan has been formulated and structured on the
Dublin Airport ‘basis of a number of principles for the future development
Central Operational of lands strategicaliy located adjacent to Dublin Airport.
Masterplan (MP P These include principles relating to urban design and quality
11.A) space making, movement and circulation, economic
conditions and environmental and building sustainability.
The lands at Barrysparks & Crowscastle will accommodatea -
mixed-use commercial and residential development that will
grow into a key economic cluster both for Swords and the
Greater Dublin Area. The vision for the Masterplan lands is
Barrysparks & . 3 al: :
the creation of a unigue business campus with
Crowscastie . i . ;
Operational complimentary residential development, capable of
Masterplan {(MP . ; : A ;
8.8, MP 8.D) attracting top-tier employers, set in a high-quality green
- ) environment. Strong transport connections from MetroLink
and BusConnects, coupled with the nature and scale of
development envisaged, will enable the lands to play a key
role in the economic life of the region,
The vision for Fosterstown is to create a residential
community that is mixed and balanced, and forms a clear
. nexus with the scale of commercial development anticipated
Fosterstown .
(MP 8.C) Operational on the nearby Barrysparks & Crowscastle area. The
) Fosterstown lands have a unique opportunity to utilise the
new connections that will emerge in Swords via the
MetrolLink station and Core Bus Corridor on the R132.
Estuary West will become a vibrant residential and mixed-
use community, with active and friendly streetsca pes, The
aim is to preduce an exemplary environment; a place that is
Estuary West . . f . :
(MP 8.A) QOperational desirable to live and one which balances usable private
) space within an overall structure of high-quality public
spaces. The community will be prioritised, with parks, open
space and public plazas filtered throughout.
Lissenhall East To establls.h a Iocatn_:un fo.r hIgh-El".ld, high quality szlue-
A added businesses, blending sustainable urban design and
Local Area Plan | Operational : i =t ;
architecture with nature to create a distinct, enjoyable sense
2023 {LAP 8.A)
of place.
Swords Local To be prepared
Area Plan (LAP | during Plan -
8.B) period
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land-Use Plan | Status Vision Statement
Dubl_:er - - S
{Harizon -
; during Plan v
Business Park) i
(FP 11.A) p
Northwood (FP | © be prepared
during Plan X
11.B) _
period

Local Level Policy Context — Other Relevant Documents

The South Fingal Transport Study 2019 was prepared by fingal County Council in accordance with the
pravisions of the Fingal Development Plan 2017-2023 and undertaken in collaboration with the
relevant statutory transport agencies including Transport Infrastructure Ireland and the National
Transport Authority, having regard to relevant national and regional policy. The study makes key
transport infrastructure recommandations relating to public transport, active travel and roads
infrastructure provision, to ensure the sustainable growth of the South Fingal area including Swords
and the Dublin Alrport lands, leading up to the delivery of the proposed MetroLink and beyond. The
study informs the preparation of various land-use plans for the area inciuding the Fingal Development
Plan 2023-2029.

Sustainable Swords 2022 is a strategy informed by strategic documents including Your Swords: An
Emerging City, Strategic Vision 2035 that aims to increase the resilience of the local economy .and to
provide for an enhanced, accessible, inclusive and healthy urban environment. The strategy includes
a Public Realm and Transport Strategy to facilitate more sustainable modes of transport to places of
work and study as well as enabling recreation and tourism. The strategy sets out recommendations to
maximise transformational public transport investment projects planned for Swords including
Metrolink, through enhanced permeability and connectivity ta these key projects.

Your Swords: An Emerging City, Strategic Vision 2035 sets out the long-term strategic vision for Swords
to create a sustainable city with a commensurate level of jobs, services and infrastructure. It is
envisaged that Swords will be a major transport hub with an integrated public transport system,
exploiting the opportunities of key public transport projects inciuding Metrolink, to advance Swords
as a highly accessible and attractive location to live, work and do business.

]

Relevant Planning History relating to the Subject Site and the Surrounding Area.
A planning application search has been completed along the proposed route (SOm buffer each side).
This is included in Appendix 1.

Relevant Enforcement Information relating to the Subject Site and the Likely Developer (I
Knownl).

There is no relevant enforcement information relating to the subject site and the likely developer.

Any Special Area Amenity Order which may be affected by the proposed development.
There are no Special Area Amenity Orders (SAAOs) in close proximity to the proposed route in Fingal.
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5.

European designations, National Heritage Areas, which may be affected by the proposed
development (whether in or proximate to same}.

There are no European Sites located on the proposed route within Fingal. The nearest European site is
Malahide Estuary SAC, which is located approximately 260m to the east of the subj

Sites within 15km of the subject route in Fingal include:

® 2 % & % 9 2 @ B a

Natural Heritage Areas and proposed Natural Heritage Areas within 15km of the s

include:
* ‘Malahide Estuary pNHA
e Skerries Islands NHA
* Baldoyle Bay pNHA
®  Feltrim Hill pNHA
e Lambay Island Pnha
*  Rockabill pNHA
¢ Howth Head pNHA
¢ Royal Canal pNHA

Protected Structures, Architectural Conservation Areas etc,
_‘_———-———l—-—_.—______n—_—_

Malahide Estuary SAC and SPA,
Baldoyle Bay SAC and SPA,
Rogerstown Estuary SAC and SPA,
Howth Head SAC,
Howth Head Coast SPA,
ireland’s Eye SAC and SPA,
Lambay Island SAC and SPA
Rockabifl to Dalkey Island SAC
Rockabill SPA
Skerties Islands SPA

The following is a list of Protected Structures within close proximity of the subject route.

RPS No. | Structure Name Address Description
Balheary Park, off R132 Road, | Double arch stone bridge over
340 Balheary Bridge Batheary Demesne, Swords, Broadmeadow River
Co. Dublin
Balheary Park, off R132 Road, - :
- , { Five arch stone bridge over
341 Lissenhall Bridge Balheary Demesne, Swords, .
. Broadmeadow River
Co. Dublin
Spittal Hill, Estuary Road,
342 Lissen Hall Lissenhall Great, Swords, Co. 14 o fitiry house,
A outbuildings & entrance gates
Dublin
345 Scotchstone Balheary Road, Balheary Z:rdez-;; z:‘: ::r: ;S\;?;Z R
Bridge Demesne, Swords, Co. Bubiin & )
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Early 20th century yellow and
346 Former Carnegie North Street, Townparks, red brick former library
Library Swords, Co. Dublin building with projecting central
canted bay
One of pair of late 19th
248 42 North Street, Townparks, century semi-detached houses
Swords, Co. Dublin built for the teachers of New
Borough Female School
Late 19th century thirteen-bay
Former New rear of 44 North Street, sin.glt?-storey former school
349 Borough Female Townparks, Swords, Co. Dublin building to rear of No. 44
Schaools 3 Co i North Street, now used by
Swords Youth Reach
350 Swords Court North Street, Townparks, - Mid-19th century stone
House Swords, Co. Dublin courthouse building
Late 19th century former
353 W Seatown Road, Townparks, residence for teacher of New
Swords, Co. Dublin Borough Male School, now
offices for Accord
Late 19th century six-bay two-
Former New
354 Borough Male Seatown Road, Tt.')wnparks, storey former New Borough
g .
Schoots Swords, Co. Dublin Male Scht.:aols, in use by
Prosper Fingal
Early 19th century Catholic
Sst. Columcille's Chapel Lane, Swords Demesne, Chiceh witim Sncp-gd $
356 Church swords, Co. Dublin graveyard and archaeological
T artefact of round bowl-shaped
font
Swords Parochial | Seatown Road, Swords lige 43t centuryf threciiey
358 . two-storey redbrick former
Office Demesne, Swords, Co. Dublin -
parochial house
Late 18th or early 19th century
Swords Road, Collinstown three-bay single-storey
604 Thatched Cottage | Cross, Collinstown, Cloghran, thatched dwelling, on west
Co. Dublin side of road, with extension to
north end
19th century house,
Castlemoate outbuilding & gat‘es,- now in
11 House, Swords Cloghran, Swords, Co. Dublin héasnilzgs (bmltc m_early
Road (R132) i9th cer]tury but sugmﬁcant!_y
altered in late 19th century in
. .| talianate style)
Old Central Corballis Road Neorth, Dublin Mid 20th century original
612 Terminal Building | Airport, Collinstown, Swords, terminal building In
{0TCB) Co. Dublin international Modernist Style
Mid 20th century Modernist
Church of Our Corballis Road North, Dublin Roman Catholic church with
864 Lady Queen of Airport, Corballis, Swords, Co. | monolithic tower and peristyle
Heaven Dublin courtyard {designed by
Andrew Devane}
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7.

Milestone, Mid 18th century triangular

866 Pinnock Hill, Fosterst(?wn North, Swords, milestone associated with
Swords Road Co, Dublin tirnilaroad
(R132) B
Balheary Road, Newtown, Mid 19th century single-arch

e Newtown Bridge Swords, Co. Dublin road bridge over river

Mid-18th century, two-storeay,
eight-bay former royal charter

q mn
Santry Lodge Old Ballymun Road., Santry, school. With ; t!\e grounds‘are
953 (Former Charter N former outbuildings, gate
Dublin 9, DO9X4ES
School) lodges and entrance gates.

Currently in use as homeless
hostel.

The last RPS entry in the above table of RPS No. 953 Santry Lodge, Old Ballymun Road, Santry, Dublin
9s a new addition to the Record of Protected Structures that was adopted on the 13 February 2023
after a review of the Record went on public display from 11 November to 23 December 2022 proposing
new additions and amendments. It is the Protected Structure that will be most affected by the
proposal. it was highlighted in consuitations on the proposed route of the Metrolink that Santry Lodge
as a former 18™ century Royal Charter School was a significant historic structure and that it had been
a listed building in the past within Dublin County Development Plans prior to the creation of the current
three local authorities within County Dublin. It was indicated by the Council that the building and its
setting should be avoided. In the recent review of the Record of Protected Structures research
demonstrated that the building is of Special Cultural, Historical and Architectural Interest that make it
of National Significance. The proposed route of the Metrolink does avoid the historic building of the
Former Charter School but will alter and impact the overall site of Santry Lodge. A large section of the
grounds between the building now known as Santry Lodge and the Old Ballymun Road is to be
developed for both the metro track and a new access road, the gate lodge is to be demolished, with
the gates and gate piers to be moved. Attenuation tanks, a pumping station and a relocated
telecommunications mast are being inserted within the area between the new access road and the
metro track, Tunnel walls are being built on either side of the track line as it descends below ground.
There is a considerable loss of trees and planting within the area. All of these works are within the area
identified as the curtilage of the newly adopted Protected Structure. The cumulative impact of all of
these proposed works within the historic setting of the Former Charter School will likely alter it to its
detriment. It is therefore submitted that the proposed route and its associated design be re-examined
and re-designed at this location to ensure a more a sensitive handling of the histaric site, not just the
retention of a specific building. It would be preferable for the route to be amended so that it does not
enter the overall site at all or that it follows/runs as close as possible to the line of the M50 Junction 4
Exit Road and R108 leading into Ballymun, in the lands to the rear of Santry Lodge.

Architectural Conservation Areas
There is one ACA located close to the proposed route, namely the Swords - Church Road Historic

Ecclestastical Core ACA. This ACA was proposed and adopted by a Councillor’s Motion during the recent
review of the Fingal Development Plan and would not have existed during the initial assessments of
the proposed route. The boundary for this ACA does not adjoin the proposed route but is to west of
Swords Main Street.
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8. Adequacy of the public water supply.

Fingal County Councll is satisfied with the adequacy and provision of the public water supply indicated
in the design phase of the MetroLink project.

9. Public sewerage facilities and capacity to facilitate the proposed development.

Fingal County Council is satisfied with the adequacy and provision of the public sewerage facilities and
capacity indicated in the design phase of the Metrolink project.

10. Availability and capacity of public surface water drainage facilities and any history of

flooding relevant to the site.

Fingal County Counci is satisfied the flood history in Fingal will not impede the implementation or
operation of the Metrolink Project based on information provided to FCC during the desigh phase of
the project. FCC notes the Metrolink project will result in additicnal impermeable areas for track,
Metro stations.and other associated infrastructure. FCC notes pluvial flooding risks are mitigated and
the design demonstrates a comprehensive programme of SUDS measures that results in no change 1o
existing runoff rates because of the project thus ensuring no increase in the risk of pluvial flooding.
Fingal County Council is there for satisfied with the availability and capacity of the public surface water
drainage facilities to facilitate the Metrolink Project due to the comprehensive SuDS mitigation
measures progosed in the design and the resulting continuation of existing run off characteristics. FCC
seek a cantinuation of this design philosophy in line with national guidance on Nature Based Solutions
as the project proceeds.

Fingal County Council is satisfied risks associated with fluvial flooding have been addressed during the
design phase of the project, FCC notes the risks of fluvial flooding identified during the design phase
of the project have been mitigated by the provision of new infrastructure (viaducts, culverts,
watercourse diversions, SuDS, and other new drainage measures) and the project will not impact on
flood levels. FCC notes the project design includes the mitigation of the effects of climate change and
is resilient to its effects on pluvial, fluvial, and coastal fiood risk.

11. Assessment of landscape status and visual impact, as appropriate.

The majority of the route within Fingal is located within Landscape Character Type ‘Low Lying
Agricultural’ land. The most northern section of the route is located within Landscape Character Type
‘Rolling Hills with Tree Belts.

12. Carrying capacity and safety of road network serving the proposed development.

We note the findings of the EIAR undertaken for Metrofink, which states that in the interim until
Metrolink is in place by 2035 - “Maodelling has indicated that in the absence of MetrolLink, by 2035,
which is the proposed opening year for MetroLink, all bus corridors along the proposed alignment will
be well beyond capacity.” In the absence of MetralLink, it is clear that there will be a significant
constraint to the ongoing sustainablé development of Fingal in the medium to long-term.

Following extensive engagement with Tll, we are happy to see higher levels of bike parking now being
provided as part of the proposed development compared to previous iterations of the propased
design. Fingal County Council has an extensive existing and planned network of cycling and walking
infrastructure in development as part of the GDA Cycle Network, and MetroLink stations are likely to
be key trip attractors requiring high capacity active travel connections.
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13.

14.

15.

16.

Planning authority view in relation to the decision to be made by the Board.

Fingal County Council fully supports the development of the MetroLink project. Having regard to
national, regional and local policy, it is considered it is considered that the development of MetroLink-
would be consistent with this policy and the proper planning and sustainable development of the area
and Fingal County Council recommend that the Bord consent to the proposed development.

Metrolink will defiver high capacity, high frequency, high-quality sustainable transport infrastructure
which will in turn improve connectivity and permeability throughout the wider county. Together with
BusConnects, Dart+, the roll out of the GDA Cycle Network and the other strategic cycling and
pedestrian infrastructure being delivered under the Fingal Capital Programme, this will transform
sustainable transport in a positive manner across the county and the wider region.

Metrolink wili greatly improve accessibility for employment hubs, including Dublin Airport, the largest
employer in the county, and the wider Swords-Dublin City corridor, maximise competitive advantages
and contribute to the economic development of the County and the Dublin Metropolitan Area.

Fingal will be transformed by the arrival of MetroLink which will have wide-ranging positive
implications for the county and, in particular Swords. We are confident of the significant benefits that
Metrolink will bring to Fingal and the wider Dublin region and consider that it is fully in accordance
with proper planning and sustainable development.

Planning authority view on conditions which should be attached in the event of the Board

deciding to make 2 rallway order.

The Planning Authority recommends that certain conditions be attached should An Bord Pleandla be
mindful to grant permission for this development. A template far appropriate conditions for this
development has been included in Appendix 2.

Plairming authority view on community gain conditions which may be appropriate.

Fingal County Council recommends that community gain conditions be imposed in order to support
sport, recreation, leisure and community development initiatives.

Such conditions should be in the form of direct provision of specific projects and an annual levy
towards their on-going maintenance, or, alternatively, a once-off direct capital contribution towards
provision of specific projects and an annual levy towards their on-going maintenance.

A committee comprised of members of the local community, Fingal County Council and the applicant
would decide on the nature and extent of the specific community gain projects to be developed.

A suggested wording for such a condition is included in appendix 2.

Details_of relevant section 48/49 development contribution scheme conditions which
should be attached.

As stated previously, Section 14.17.12 of the Fingal County Development Plan 2023-2029 seeks that
development contributions and transport infrastructure financial contributions will be sought as part
of the Development Management process for certain development under the provisions of Section 48
and Section 49 of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 {as amended). Specifically, Section 49
(supplementary) schemes relate to the separately specified infrastructural service or projects such as
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MetroLink, which benefit a specific area {(normally a corridor). Relevant supportive objective as set out
in the Plan includes:

Objective DMS0123 —Section 48 and 49 Contributions

Utilise, where appropriate, the provisions of Section 48 and 49 of the Planning and Development Act,
2000 {as amended} to generate financial contributions towards the capital costs of providing local and
strategic transport infrastructure, services or projects in the County. This will be done in conjunction
with adjoining Local Authorities where appropriate.

it should be noted that an external review is currently being carried out as to the Section 49
Contributions scheme relating to the MetroLink project in the Fingal County Council and Dublin City
Councit Local Authority areas.

CONCLUSION -

In conclusion Fingal County Council welcomes the application for a Railway Order, the consultation
stages to date and is confident of the significant benefits it will bring to Fingal and the wider Dublin
reglon. Fingal County Council acknowledge the Metrofink team’s meaningful and constructive
engagement with our professional and technical staff over recent months.

Yours faithfully,

Mﬂ'mmw AN A(\(..Va-t_--

Matthew McAleese, Director of Services
Planning and Strategic (nfrastructure Department
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APPENDIX 2: Example of SID Conditions to be Attached to Grant of Permission

The following conditions are recommended in the event of a grant of permission being issued:

1. The development shall be carried out in its entirety in accordance with the plans,. particulars,
specifications, and information lodged with the application, save as may be required by the

other conditions attached hereto.

REASON: To ensure that the development shall be in accordance with the permission and that

effective control be maintained.

2. The following conditions shall be applied in respect of landscaping:

{a) Prior to the commencement of construction works on site, a meeting with the Site Foremen,
the appointed Arborist and the Parks Officer from the Parks & Green Infrastructure Division
shall take place on-site to discuss tree protection measures with details of the arrangements

for the implementation; supervision and monitoring of works

{b) All measures outlined in the Arboricultural Method Statement by Dr Philip Blackstock, the

Project Consultant Arborist shall be adhered to.

{c) Atree and hedgerow bond of an appropriate amount shall be lodged with the Council prior to
the commencement of development in order to ensure that the trees and hedgerows along
the route of the proposed underground service are protected and maintained in good
condition throughout the course of development. This bond shall be held by Fingal County
Council for a period of two years post construction which may be extended in the event of

possible construction related defects.

(d) For the tree and hedgerow bon-d to be released, a post construction report an the condition
of the trees and hedgerows to be retained shall be undertaken by the project Arborist and all
recommendations made within this report shall be carried out. On completion of this, the
report and a Certificate of Effective Completion sign by the project Arborist shall be provided

to the Planning Authority.

(e) Any trees that require removal to facilitate the development shall be replaced. Full details of
all proposed tree planting shall be submitted to and agreed in writing with the Planning
Authority prior to commissioning of the proposed development. This shall include planting
and maintenance specifications,, including cross-section drawings, use of guards or other
protective measures and confirmation of location, Species and sizes, nursery stock type. All
tree planting shall be carried out in accordance with the agreed plans. Any trees that are found
to be dead, dying, severely damaged or diseased within five years of the completion of the
development, shall be replaced in the next planting season by specimens of similar size and

species in the first suitable planting season.
REASON: In the interests of visual amenity:

3. Prior to commencement of development, a detailed Construction Management Plan and a
Construction Traffic Management Plan shall be agreed in writing with the Planning Authority.

This shall address, inter alia:

(a) All details regarding safety issues including the appropriate signage and traffic management

{as required).

(b) All HGV activity associated with the works shall have suitable access to the sites that will avoid

the potential for queuing of HGV's on the public Road.

{¢) Measures to mitigate the impact of the proposed works on the public road network. Al works
shall be carried out at the expense of the developer and to the specifications and conditions

of The Planning Authority.

{d) Restricted working hours will be applied through the road opening licence process where

deemed necessary.
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(e} Allrelevant road opening licenses setting out construction waorking hours, lane closures, road
closures etc. shall be obtained within the appropriate time periods prior to the
commencement of construction works for the proposed development.

{f) Where works are required on the property of third party the applicant shall submit written
evidence that it has all the legal consent/rights of way to undertake the works.

REASON: In the interest of orderly development.

4. Priorto commencement of the development, a detailed construction and demolition resource
Waste Management Plan shall be submitted to, and agreed in writing with the Planning
Authority. This shall be prepared in accordance with Best Practice Guidetines for the
Preparation of Resource and Waste Management Plans for Construction and Demolition
Projects 2021. This Plan shall include details of the various waste streams and expected
tonnages which will be generated during site clearance, demolition and construction phases
and any proposed exportation or importation of soil and stone material including
destination/source locations, quantities and if any material will be assessed under By-Product
notification. The RWMP shall also include specific proposals as to how the RWMP will be
measured and monitored for effectiveness. All records (including for waste and all resources)
pursuant to the agreed RWMP shall be made available for inspection at the site office at all
times.

REASON: in the interests of orderly development.

5. Where the Developer proposes to connect to a public water/waste water network operated
by irish Water, the Developer shall sign a connection agreement with Irish Water, prior to the
commencement of the development.

REASON: In the interest of proper planning and the sustainable development of the area.

6. No additional development shall take place above roof parapet level, including air handling
equipment, storage tanks, ducts or other external plant, telecommunication aerials, antennas
or equipment, unfess authorised by a further grant of planning permission,

REASON: To protect the visual amenities of the area.

7. The following shall be complied with in full:

{a) During the construction phase no heavy construction equipment/machinery (to include
pneumatic drills, construction vehicles, generators, etc) shall be operated on or adjacent to
the construction site before 8.00a.m. or after 7.00p.m ., Monday to Friday, and before 8.00
a.m. and after 1.00p.m. on Saturdays. No activities shall take place in site on Sundays or Bank
Holidays. No activity, which would reasona bly be expected to cause annoyance to residents
in the vicinity, shall take place on site between the hours of 7.00p.m. and 8.00a.m. No
deliveries of materials, plant or machinery shall take place before 8.00a.m. in the morning or
after 7.00p.m. in the evening.

{b} If there is any occasion when work must be carried on outside daytime hours, the
Environmental Health Department of Fingal County Council, local residents and businesses in
areas which are likely to be affected by noise from the proposed works should be notified in
advance e.g. in letter or leaflet or advertisement form, of:

* Name, address and telephone number of the company carrying out works
® Nature of and reason for works
e Likely duration and times of work

{c} All construction work carried out on site shall have regard to B.S,522 8: 2009+A1:2014 "Noise
and Vibration control on construction and open sites to minimize noise from construction
operations. All equipment used on site shall be fitted with effective silencers and/ or sealed
acoustic covers. Noise attenuation measures such as shrouding and/or the use of acoustic
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enclosures shall be implemented for noisy construction activities. The mitigation measures
outlined in 6.7 of the CEMP shall be adhered to in full.

{(d)} During the construction phase all necessary steps shall be taken to contain dust and airborne
pollutants arising from the site and to prevent nuisance to persons in the locality. This shall
include i) covering skips, ii) covering slack heaps, iii) netting of scaffolding, iv) regular road and
pavement damping and sweeping, v} use of water spray to suppress dust, vi} proper paved or
hard stand access for trucks and vehicles to and from the site to prevent dirt and dust from
the site being carried from the site on to public roads etc. Where dust levels become excessive,
steps shall be taken by the contractor to review the works and implement further mitigation
measures.

{e) All site activities during the construction and operational phases shall be carried out in such a
manner to ensure that air emissions and/or odours do not result.in significant impairment of,
or significant interference with amenities or the environment beyond the site boundary. The
mitigation measures in 6.12 of the CEMP shall be adhered to in full.

(f} The cumulative noise contribution from the development once it is in operation shall not
cause significant impairment of, or significant interference with amenities or the environment
beyond the site boundary. Once the site is operational, the cumulative noise emissions from
the site shall not exceed 55 db (A) LAeg 30 minutes between the hours of 0800 -22.00 and
45db(A) LAeq 15 minutes at all ather times - as measured 1 metre from the nearest noise
sensitive location. Clearly audible and impulsive tones at noise sensitive locations during
evening and night shall be avoided irrespective of the noise level.

REASON: In the interest of public health.

8. All necessary measures shall be taken by the applicant/developer to prevent the spillage or
deposit of any materials including clay rubble or other debris on adjoining roads during the
course of development. In the event of any such spillage or deposit, immediate steps shall be
taken to remove the material from- the road surface at the applicant/developers own
expense.

The applicant/developer shall be responsible for the full cost of repair in respect of any
damage caused to the adjoining public road arising from the construction work and shall either
make good any damage to the satisfaction of Fingal County Council or pay the Council the cost
of making good any such .damage upon issue of such a requirement by the Council.

REASON: To protect the amenities of the area.

9, All public services to the proposed development including electrical, telephone cables and
equipment shall be located underground throughout the entire site where possible.
REASON: In the interest of visual amenity.

10. The following shall be complied with in respect of surface water management:

(a) No surface water/ rainwater shall discharge into the foul water system, under any
circumstances.

(b} The surface water drainage arrangements shall be in compliance with the Greater Dublin
Regional Code of Practice for Drainage Works Version 6.0 FCC April 2006.
REASON: In the interests of public health.

11. The following requirements shall be complied with:

(i} The Developershall engage the services of a suitably qualified, experienced .nd licence eligible
archaeologist to carry out archaeological monitoring of all groundworks at the site. No sub-
surface work shall be undertaken in the absence of the archaeologist without his/her express
consent.
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{ii) The archaeologist shall notify the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht in writing
at least four weeks prior to the commencement of site preparations.

(iii)Where archaeological material is shown to be present, avoidance, preservation in situ, or
preservation by record (excavation) may be required. Works may be halted pending receipt
of advice from the National Monuments Service, Department of Culture, Heritage .and the
Gaeltacht which will advise the Applicant/Developer with regard to these matters,

(iv)On completion of monitoring of groundworks, the archaeologist shall submit a written report
to the Planning Authority and to the Department of Culture, Heritage and the Gaeltacht for
consideration.

REASON: To ensure the continued preservation (either in situ or by record} of places, caves,
sites, features or other objects of archaeological interest.

12. Prior to commencement of development the developer shall pay to the planning authority a

financiai contribution towards expenditure that was and/or that is proposed to be incurred by
the planning authority in respect of publicinfrastructure and facilities benefiting development
in the area of the Authority, as provided for in the Contribution Scheme for Fingal County
made by the Council. The phasing of payments shall be agreed in writing with the planning
autharity prior to the commencement of development.
REASON: it is considered reasonable that the payment of a contribution be required in respect
of the public infrastructure and facilities benefiting development in the area of the Planning
Authority and which is provided, or which is intended to be provided by, or on behalf of the
Local Authority.

13. Prior to commencement of development, a community liaison committee shall be established
to liaise between the applicant and the local community.
The membership of this committee shall reflect membership of the local communities of
Swords and Santry and shall include representatives from Fingal County Council and the
applicant. Full details of the committee shall be agreed between the planning authorities and
the applicant prior to commencement of development.
The committee and the applicant will decide on the nature and extent of specific community
gain projects to be developed with by the applicant either in the form of direct provision of
specific projects and an annual levy towards their on-going maintenance, or, alternatively, a
once-off direct capital contribution towards provision of specific projects and an annual levy
towards their on-going maintenance.
Fingal County Council shall have responsibility for the administration of a community gain fund
account and the amount of the contribution and the arrangements for payment shall be
agreed between the developer and the planning authority or, in default of agreement shall be
referred to the Board for determination.
REASON: To provide for the allocation of resources from the community gain fund in
accordance with the requirements of the local community and to provide for appropriate
ongoing review of operations at the site in conjunction with the local comumunity.

14. A community gain fund shall be established to benefit to the community in the general
catchment area. Details of the management and operation ofthe community gain fund, which
shall be lodged in a special community fund account, shall be submitted to, and agreed in
writing with the Planning Authority prior to the commencement of development. In default
of agreement, the details shall be determined by An Bord Pleanala.

REASON: It is considered reasonable that the operators of the facility should contribute
towards the cost of environmental, recreational or community facilities which will be of
benefit to the community in the area,
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15. At the detail design stage and prior to commencement of the development, details of the

proposed public spaces in front and around the proposed Stations including the final geometry
and layout as well as details of materials, finishes, fixed furniture, bicycle parking, lighting,
wayfinding, boundaries, paving and any ancillary structures should be provided for
consideration and agreement with the Local Authority.
Particular attention to be paid to the design of the approach the Stations including the
treatment of the exclusion zones around the structures supporting the overhead canopy as
well as the as the overall functionality of the public spaces that are well connected to the
surrounding coniext.
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Our Case Number: ABP-314724-22

An
Bord
Pleanala

Fingal County Council
County Hall

Main Strest

Swords

Co. Dublin

K67 X8Y2

Date: 28 April 2023

Re: Railway (Metrolink - Estuary to Charlemont via Dublin Alrport) Order [2022]
Metrolink. Estuary through Swords, Dublin Airport, Ballymun, Glasnevin and City Centre to
Charlemont, Co. Dublin

Dear Sir/ Madam,

[ have been asked by An Bord Pleandla to refer further to the above mentioned Railway Order
application and fo our previous letter to you dated 5th October, 2022,

In accordance with section 47D(1)(a) of the Transport (Railway Infrastructure) Act 2001 as amended, the
Board hereby requests you to make a submission addressing the matters raised in our letter to you
dated 5th October, 2022 and as set out below.

The submission of the planning authority on the application must be received by the Board not later than
5.30 p.m. on the 9th June, 2023, A copy of this submission should also be placed on the public file
when sent to the Board. For the purpose of any necessary clarification please be advised that the
planning authority submission on an application for a railway order is not subject to any statutory
requirement relating to the formal submission of a manager's report to the elected members of the
Council prior to making a submission to the Board (such a statutory requirement only applies to
applications for planning permission under section 37E of the Pianning and Development Act, 2000) - it
is of course apen to you to consult the elected members if you so choose to do but the time limit for your
submission to the Board must still be met. | have been asked by An Bord Pleanala to advise you that it
expects that the planning authority submission on this application will cover, where relevant, the
following range of issues:

- Main relevant Development Plan provisions relating to the subject site and surrounding area. A clear
Indication of the current status of the relevant Development Plan and any Draft Plans should be given,
together with any relevant issues arising. Details of other relevant Plan provisions {e.g. Local Area
Plans) and statement regarding status of these Plans (adopted or in draft form).

- Relevant planning history relating fo the subject site and the surrounding area.

- Relevant enforcement information relating to the subject site and the likely developer (if known).

Tall Tel {01) 856 8100

Glac Atlail LoCali 1800 275 175 ;
Facs Fax (01) 872 2584 64 Srdid Maollbhride 64 Marlborough Street
Ldithredn Gréasdin  Website www.pleanala.ie Balle Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

Riomhphost Ematl berd @pleanala.is D1 vao2 D01 V902
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- Relevant nationa!, regional and local policies.
- Any Special Area Amenity Order which may be affected by the proposed development.

- European designations, National Heritage Areas, which may be affected by the proposed development
(whether in or proximaie 1o same).

- Protected Structures, Architectural Conservation Areas efc,

- Waste policy, which may be relevant to the proposed development. This will arise particularly in the
case of applications for waste facilities where policies, objectives and other provisions of Wasts
Management Plans should be referred to in addition to the Development Plan.

- Adequacy of the public water supply.

- Public sewerage faciiities and capacity to facilitate the proposed development.

- Availability and capacity of public surface water drainage facilities and any history of flooding relevant
to the site.

- Assessment of landscape status and visual impact, as appropriate.
- Carrying capacity and safety of road network serving the proposed development.

- Environmental carrying capacity of the subject site and surrounding area, and the likely significant
impact arising from the proposed development, if carried out.

- Part V of the Planning and Development Act, 2000 (social and affordable housing) provisions {which
may be applicable).

- Description of any public use of adjoining, abutting of adjacent lands in the applicants ownership, and

the planning authority's view on any condition which may be appropriate for the purpose of conserving a
public amenity on those lands.

- Planning authority view in relation to the decision to be made by the Board.

- Planning authority view on conditions which should be aitached in the event of the Board deciding to
make a raitway order.

- Planning authority view on community gain conditions which may be appropriate.

- Detalls of relevant section 48/49 development contribution scheme conditions which should be
attached.

- Detalls of any special contribution conditions which shouid be attached along with detailed calculations
and justification for the conditions.

It is anticipated that the planning authority submission will include the views/recommendations of all
relevant departments and personnel in the local authority as well as the planning authority's overall
considered view on the proposal.

Thank you for your co-operation in this maiter. If you have any enquiries in relation to the matter please
contact the undersigned officer of the Board.

Tall Tel {01) 858 8100
Glao Altinil LeGall 1800 275 175
Face Fax {01) 872 2684 64 Sraid Maoilbhride 64 Marlborough Street
Lafthredn Gréasdin  Website www.pleanala.ie Baile Atha Cllath 1 Dublin 1
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Please quote the above mentioned An Bord Pleanala reference number in any correspondence or
telephone contact with the Board.

Yours faithfully,

Siamh Thornton

Executive Officer

Direct Line: 01-8737247

RAQ2
Teil Tel {01) 858 8100

Glao Aitidil LoCall 1800 275 175
Facs Fax {01) §72 2884 64 Sréid Macilbhride 64 Marlborough Street
Léithredn Gréasdin Wehbsite www.pleanala.ie Baile Atha Cliath 1 Dublin 1

Riomhphost Emall bord@pleanala.le DO1 V902 Do1 Va2 |






